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per unit of an item 
means the price of one unit 
of the item.

Dear Family,
In this chapter, your child will learn to multiply and divide 
decimals. The work will include: 

multiplying and dividing decimals by 1-digit whole numbers 

using patterns to multiply and divide decimals by multiples 
of 10, 100, and 1,000 

estimating decimal sums, differences, products, and 
quotients

Vocabulary to Practice

Chapter 9  Multiplying and Dividing
Decimals

Activity
Multiplying and dividing decimals is a skill that applies to everyday 
situations. For example, ask your child to imagine that you want to paint his 
or her room. Brand A of paint costs $8.35 per can of 500 mL and Brand B 
costs $7.56 per can of 400 mL. 

Ask your child which brand of paint is cheaper. (Answer: Find the cost 
per 100 ml of each brand. Brand A: 8.35 ÷ 5 = 1.67, Brand B: 7.56 ÷ 4 
= 1.89. Brand A is cheaper.)

Now, ask your child to calculate the cost of buying 4.5 liters of the 
cheaper brand. (Answer: 4.5 L = 4,500 mL, 4500 ÷ 500 = 9. To buy 
4.5 liters of paint, you have to buy 9 cans. Cost of 9 cans of 
Brand A = 8.35  9 = $75.15)

Have your child check the answer using estimation. (Answer: Round 
8.35 to 8. 8  9 = 72. So, the answer is reasonable.)


